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PRESERVE, PROMOTE AND PROTECT OUR ABORIGINAL SITES GRANT PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [9.18 am]: I am pleased to advise members of 
the opening of the Preserve, Promote and Protect our Aboriginal Sites grant program for 2022–23. This year, the 
McGowan government has doubled the funding available, providing funding to a total of $250 000. 
Aboriginal sites connect Aboriginal peoples and the broader Western Australian community to thousands of years 
of their culture and to stories unique to their communities. This grant program is part of the state government’s 
commitment to supporting Aboriginal people to manage their unique and rich cultural heritage. Aboriginal 
not-for-profit organisations can apply for grants of up to $40 000 for projects at registered Aboriginal sites. 
Funding will allow this year’s recipients to complete a variety of works to protect and better manage sites that hold 
cultural heritage significance and to promote greater cultural understanding and appreciation of Aboriginal heritage 
to all Western Australians. In the last round of funding, grants were awarded to 10 Aboriginal organisations across 
the state. In the West Kimberley, the Kimberley Aboriginal Law and Culture Centre constructed plinth memorials to 
honour the old people who were relocated from Pioneer Cemetery to the newly gazetted cemetery in Fitzroy Crossing. 
In the Pilbara, the Ngarluma Yindjibarndi Foundation erected interpretive signage, paved access ways and restored 
rock hides to recognise the Aboriginal significance of the Cossack town site. This project provided the opportunity 
for truth-telling, enhanced cultural education and a more holistic visitor experience. In the midwest, Wattandee Littlewell 
Aboriginal Corporation constructed an all-weather pergola to accommodate cultural gatherings and also improved 
access for elders. In the wheatbelt, Ngardarrep Kiitj Aboriginal Corporation undertook a site clean-up and fencing of the 
old Jiriny mission site. This area has traditional, historical and contemporary significance to the local community in 
Kellerberrin and beyond. In the south west, the Albany Aboriginal Heritage Reference Group Aboriginal Corporation 
recreated a panoramic painting in the town hall square with contemporary descriptions of the Mineng Noongar people, 
including well-respected elder and guide Mokare who lived in the 1800s and worked with the early settlers of Albany. 
The grant program is administered by the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage, and applications will close 
on 21 October 2022. I encourage Aboriginal organisations to apply for funding to undertake projects that preserve, 
promote and protect Aboriginal heritage sites and celebrate their Aboriginal history and heritage. 
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